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the present earth is formed. Now, since nothing
of this kind is discoverable in the strata, it is
plainly an assumption, and a profound knowledge
of practical geology is not necessary to qualify
one to show that fact, or to confute that theory ;
for the most intimate knowledge of all the ma-
terials of nature, and of the laws regulating her
processes, can not throw a single gleam of light
upon the questions raised by theoretical geology,
as, for example, whether this earth was originally
a comet, or a mere body of gas, or a ball of fire ;
nothing within the range of practical geology
can determine or even elucidate such questions;
nothing can be determined from the strata them-
selves whether the world was formed six thou-
sand or sixty thousand years ago; and since so
small a part of it has come within the observa-
tion of practical geology, it is all the more ap-
parent that a person with only book-learning may
be perfectly competent to refute the theory by
showing- its inherent contradictions, impossibili-
ties, absurdities, and bad tendency.

The question in regard to the age of the earth
depends for its solution either upon facts in the
strata themselves, compelling us to certain un-
avoidable conclusions, or upon divine testimony.
If the strata show us that each of them is the
residuum of an old world by indubitable proofs
of disintegration through the agency of natural
forces operating with their present measure of
slowness, then we must accept the theory ; but if
it can be shown that such was not their origin,
and that a comparatively short time was required